The true meaning of parenthood: Raising children to become world changers

By Solange Belluz
“Set your child apart for His God-given destiny, and when he matures and enters the path God has ordained for him, he would not want to leave it.” Proverbs 22:6 
Parenthood is a lifelong mission that begins at conception. We must never underestimate the influence that we exert on our children, young or old.  From the time a child is born, a destiny is released and parents are entrusted with the responsibility of molding this young life and equipping this precious child to fulfill his or her God-given potential.
One of the former presidents of the United States, Ronald Reagan used to refer to the influence his God-fearing mother had on him and on the choices he made. Even though parents may not know exactly who their children will turn out to be in the future, they have all received a divine grace to speak into the life of their children. They have been given the ability to discern and nurture the seed of greatness residing in their children.

In his book Raising Children on Purpose, Wes Fleming describes parents as warriors who send their children like arrows to strike a strategic and predetermined target
 (Psalms 127:4). In his upcoming book, the Seven Destiny Makers, he identifies seven qualities of heart and mind that a child needs to succeed, based on resiliency studies and the Search Institute’s Developmental Asset Index: 

#1: A Well-Nourished Soul. Unmet emotional needs hamstring a child's calling. Learn to lay a foundation for destiny by satisfying the needs of your child's soul.

 #2: A Passion for Jesus. Predispose your children to seek God with all their  
 heart. 

 #3: The Capacity to Love. Every aspect of your child's calling from personal 
 interaction with others to worshiping and serving God depends on an ability to give and receive forgiveness, express empathy, and exchange trust.

#4: Self Discipline. Delayed gratification and perseverance are essential qualities for carrying out long-term goals. Help your child to develop the internal restraints needed for success.

#5: Good Judgment. Choosing a spouse, a church, and a vocation are decisions that determine the course of a life. Teach your children to make wise choices-help them to grow in problem-solving skills and decision-making. 
#6: A Teachable Spirit. Those that succeed in their calling have the attitude of a learner. Enable your children to receive correction from others-help them to heed wise advice and to seek godly counsel.

#7: A Clear Sense of Purpose. A strong sense of purpose breeds motivation and a willingness to sacrifice. Identify and affirm your child's calling-help your child to know the "the way he is to go."

For many people, parenting appears to be a daunting task. Many parents seem overwhelmed by this responsibility. Yet, others take it as an opportunity to shape the lives of future leaders, historians, doctors, lawyers, writers, nurses, scientists, artists, ministers, presidents, just to name a few. As parents, we must never underestimate the power of our influence on these young lives.
As a mother of two young boys, it breaks my heart to see so many children grow up without any emotional, social or spiritual bonding with their parents. No matter how well developed our education and social services are, parents will always be the primary spiritual and academic influence in a child’s life. Children learn more from imitating the manners and attitudes of adults around them than from the lectures given by their teachers, coaches or social workers. I am always amazed at how quick my young sons are to remind me whenever I fail to walk the talk.
As a working mother, I am always asked how I manage to balance my work and family life. Every working mother has experienced the sting of dropping off a crying child with a caretaker or at child care and the resulting feelings of guilt and condemnation. Many fathers know quite well the feelings of embarrassment when trying without success to stop their young child from taking over the family’s leadership role through temper tantrums. In these moments, parenting may appear to be quite a daunting task. However, we should always be reminded of the fact that parenting is not an outward performance on life’s stage but rather an inward character building lifelong game a parent plays with a child and the development of inner strength and endurance to enable a child to successfully run the race that is set before them.
Parenting is about coaching our children, by God’s grace, to become world changers and history makers in their generation. It is about directing them and helping them to stay on the right path leading to their destiny. As a parent, will you say yes to this fantastic lifelong coaching opportunity?
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